A changed life

Have you ever found yourself saying,

· “I hate my life”?

· “What am I doing here on earth”?

· “I don’t feel any purpose”? 

· “I don’t fit in”?

· “I don’t belong anywhere”?

 How can you experience true life change? Positive change? Lasting change?

	I longed to be happy. I wanted to be one of the happiest people in the entire world. I also desired meaning in life. I was looking for answers to the questions: 

· "Who am I?" 

· "Why in the world am I here?" 

· "Where am I going?" 
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More than that, I also longed to be free. I wanted to be one of the freest people in the whole world. Freedom to me was not simply doing what I wanted to do – anyone can do that. Freedom for me meant having the strength to do what I know I ought to do through the help of Jesus. Most people know what they ought to do, but they don't have the strength to do it. 

So I started looking for answers in all the wrong places. Some wrong places that you might have looked for answers to your questions, might include: 

· Looking for answers in wrong friendships, trying to please people, trying everything to fit in. 

· Looking for answers in having sex before marriage. 

· Looking for answers in nightclubs or rave clubs.

· Looking for answers in alcohol or tobacco or other harmful substances.

· Looking for answers in piercing your body.

· Looking for answers in occult movements.

I began to wonder if prestige was the answer. Being a leader, accepting some cause, giving myself to it, and being popular might do it, I thought. 

	After many months of study, my mind came to the conclusion that Jesus Christ must have been who He claimed to be. That presented quite a problem. My mind told me all this was true but my will was pulling me in another direction. 

Jesus Christ made a direct challenge to my will to trust Him. Let me paraphrase him. "Look! I have been standing at the door and I am constantly knocking. If anyone hears me calling him and opens the door, I will come in" (Revelation 3:20). So here my mind was telling me Christianity was true and my will was running away.
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Whenever I was around those enthusiastic Christians, the conflict would begin. If you've ever been around happy people when you're miserable, you understand how they can bug you. 

All my efforts in finding answers to my questions, trying to fit in, trying to find acceptance and peace came to NOTHING. It was only later that I found my answers – in the Word of God (Bible) where I learned about the love of Jesus and how I could have a personal relationship with Him. That changed my life forever, but I had to make a conscious choice to let go of all past hurts and disappointments. I realized that I had nothing to loose in placing my trust with Jesus. He is the only one that was willing to die for me, so that I could have life. No one else was willing or would be willing to die for me. 

If you are at this place in your life and have made the decision to place your trust in Jesus Christ, you can do the following:   

Firstly, say, "Lord Jesus, thank you for dying on the cross for me." Secondly, say, "I confess those things in my life that aren't pleasing to you and ask you to forgive me and cleanse me." Thirdly, say, "Right now, in the best way I know how, I open the door of my heart and life and trust you as my Savior and Lord. Take control of my life. Change me from the inside out. Make me the type of person you created me to be." The last thing you can pray is, "Thank you for coming into my life by faith and thank you that I can be called your child. Amen" 

It is a faith based not upon ignorance but upon the evidence of history and God's Word. Christianity is not a religion. Religion is when human beings try to work their way to God through good works; Christianity is God coming to men and women through Jesus Christ to offer a relationship with himself. 

Well, after you pray, nothing might happen. I mean nothing. Your spirit is renewed, but your mind and heart needs to be changed. How you might ask? By reading the Word of God, Praying daily, being Baptized with the Holy Spirit and join a Christian Church where you can be healed from all past hurt and discipled to go out and make other disciples in the name of Jesus.

Someone that gave their life to Christ, experienced the following change in his life: 

	One area God changed after surrendering my life to Him was my restlessness. I always had to be occupied. If I sat down and tried to study, I couldn't. What I found in this relationship with Jesus isn't absence of conflict, but the ability to cope with it. I wouldn't trade that for anything in the world.
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Another area that started to change was my bad temper. My temper was such a part of me that I didn't try to consciously change it. I arrived at the crisis of losing my temper only to find it was gone! 

There's another area of which I wasn’t proud. But I have to mention it because a lot of people need to have the same change in their lives, and I found the source of change: a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. That area was frustration/irritation/hatred. I had a lot of that in my life. It wasn't something outwardly manifested, but there was a kind of inward grinding. I was ticked off with people, with things, with issues. 

But I was frustrated with one man more than anyone else in the world: my father. I hated his guts and sometimes even hated him personally. After I made that decision for Christ, He entered my life and his love was so strong that he took the hatred and turned it upside down. I was able to look my father squarely in the eyes and say, "Dad, I love you." And I really meant it. After some of the things I'd done, that shook him up and changed his life too.

You can laugh at Christianity. You can mock and ridicule it. But it works. It changes lives. If you trust Christ, start watching your attitudes and actions because Jesus Christ is in the business of changing lives. 

But Christianity is not something you can shove down somebody's throat. All I can do is tell you what I've learned. After that, it's your decision. Tomorrow might not be yours to experience, you have the gift of today to make a decision that will not only change your life, but many other peoples lives.

If you are ready to make this decision to surrender to Christ, mail us or contact us to guide you through the process of salvation – from the first step to making the decision to the last step in living a victorious abundant healthy & prosperous life.

