Our GOD, existing and functioning as FATHER/SON/HOLY SPIRIT

God has revealed himself to mankind in three facets. These facets are sometimes referred to as persons or the trinity, though it is critical to maintain that the essence of God is singular ("The Lord our God is one" Deuteronomy 6:4). Those three facets are: God the Father, God the Spirit or the Holy Spirit, and God the Son.
Look closer at the Trinitarian example of time. Time is a singular, non-spatial continuum, yet consists of three distinct but inseparable parts: past, present, and future. Consider these insightful observations that someone has made concerning time, and then we will see their corresponding spiritual realities:

1.) God the Father is unseen and unknown to us (John 6:46) except as he reveals himself to us in the Son (John 17:3-8).

2.) The Son proceeded from the Father (John 6:57) though the Son has always existed as long as the Father himself (John 17:5).

3.) The Son is the unseen Father made visible for a time (John 14:9) who, upon returning to heaven, then sent his invisible Spirit to be with us (John 14:16).

4.) Though the Spirit is unseen (John 14:17), the Spirit influences us in the present by the authority of the Son that we might give glory and worship to the Father (John 4:23, 16:13-14).

5.) Thus God is but one God - being Spirit and Son and Father - just as time is similarly one continuum - being past and present and future. "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come." (Revelation 4:8b NIV, emphasis mine)

The Bible instructs us that God's character is wholly and perfectly reflected in each of his persons. However, through each of his persons he has established a somewhat unique interaction with humanity. Though Scripture does not always specify to which, if any, of God's persons his specific roles of authority and power correspond, Scripture often presents facets of God's authority as being emphasized more in one than another.

In regard to the authority of God, those persons are generally expressed as follows:

· God the FATHER as the SOURCE of authority,

· God the SPIRIT as the MESSENGER of that authority, and

· God the SON as the EXECUTOR of that authority.

http://www.provethebible.net/T2-Autho/E-0201.htm
GOD, our Creator exists in THREE persons, namely FATHER (His name is YHWH, we pronounce it YaHuWaH or YaHWeH), SON (His Name is YAHUSHA Ha’MASHIACH in Hebrew or JESUS CHRIST in English) and HOLY SPIRIT (called RUACH Ha’KODESH in Hebrew)…they are ONE , but each with a different function—they are in UNITY with each other, but REMAIN ONE GOD!  

So too, we as humans (created in the image of GOD—Gen 1:27) are THREE-IN-ONE…we are a SPIRIT, we have a SOUL and we live in a BODY! Yet, each has its own function and we cannot separate them from one another. We remain ONE PEROSN, with spirit, soul and body!

Mat 28:19  Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the FATHER and of the SON and of the HOLY SPIRIT, teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age."

John 14:26  But the Counselor, the HOLY SPIRIT, whom the FATHER will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and will remind you of all that I said to you. 

Luke 10:21  In that same hour JESUS rejoiced in the HOLY SPIRIT, and said, "I thank you, O FATHER, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for so it was well-pleasing in your sight." 

2Corinthians 13:14  The grace of the Lord JESUS CHRIST, the love of GOD (the FATHER), and the fellowship of the HOLY SPIRIT, be with you all. Amen. 
(Pierre Eksteen)
The Bible teaches us that God is three unique persons, yet he is ONE GOD. He is God the FATHER, God the SON (JESUS), and God the HOLY SPIRIT. We call this the Trinity*, or triune nature of God*. This is hard to understand, even for adults. However, water is a great example of how something can be three different things, and at the same time remain one thing. Water can be a liquid, a solid (ice), and a gas (vapor/steam). 

Show the different props as you name the different states of water. When you get to gas, show the jar with water droplets and explain that the water is vaporizing or becoming a gas. You cannot see the process of water turning into a gas, only the effects of the gas after it rises to the top and lands on the plastic. You can also use a hot cup of hot water and allow the children to feel the warm steam rising to touch their hands. 

Even though there are three uniquely different states of water, (liquid, solid, and gas) they are still water. In the same way, these states of water can remind us of the triune nature of God. 

The solid form of water (ice) reminds us of God the FATHER. Ice is hard. It is solid. In the same way, God the FATHER is our solid foundation. ("Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; love and faithfulness go before you." Psalm 89:14)
The liquid form of water reminds us of God the SON. Water is useful for cleansing. In the same way, God the SON, died on the cross to cleanse us of our sin. ("How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!" Hebrews 9:14)
The gas form of water reminds us of God the HOLY SPIRIT. Gas cannot be seen, but you can see the effects of it. As we did when we saw the water droplets on the plastic, or felt the warmth of the steam from the hot water. In the same way, the HOLY SPIRIT cannot be seen, but the effects of his presence can be seen and felt in our lives as the HOLY SPIRIT works to make his will known to us and to change us to be more like him. ("I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you. John 16:12-15 )
The next time you drink a glass of water, or eat an ice cube, or feel the effects of steam, let this lesson on water remind you that God is three Persons in One!

* The Bible never mentions the word, trinity, or triune nature of God. However, there are plenty of references to the trinity. Here are just a few:

Genesis 1:26  Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 

John 1:1-2, 14  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made...The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 

Matthew 1:23 "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel" --which means, "God with us."  

John 14:9,11 "...Anyone who has seen me (Jesus) has seen the Father...Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me..."

John 14:25-26 "All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you."

Ephesians 1:13-14 "And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory.

Colossians 1:15-20 "He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross." 

http://www.christiancrafters.com/sermon_trinity.htm
