Proverbs 17:17 ... A friend is always loyal, and a brother is born to help in time of need.

1 Samuel 18:1-4 ... Jonathan made a special vow to be David’s friend.

Some friendships are fleeting and some are lasting. True friendships are glued together with bonds of loyalty and commitment. They remain intact, despite changing external circumstances.
Proverbs 22:11… GOD loves the pure-hearted and well-spoken; good leaders also delight in their friendship. (MSG) 

Proverbs 27:9…  Perfume and incense bring joy to the heart; so does earnest counsel from a man's friend. (WEB)

Proverbs 27:9…  Just as lotions and fragrance give sensual delight, a sweet friendship refreshes the soul. (MSG)

FRIENDSHIP, GOD’S WORD ON

How many friends do you have? Who are they? If you are typical, your friends range from casual acquaintances to those who would die for you. Sometimes friends are closer than brothers or sisters. Friends share: 

Godly love

Affection 

Companionship 

Confidences (confide in one another) 

Consideration 

Kindness

Devotion 

Faithfulness 

Fellowship 

Harmony 

Helpfulness

Generosity 

Loyalty 

Partnership 

Support 

Sympathy 

Trust  

Understanding

Take no offense 

Friends are special. Above all, God is our very best friend. His friendship is a role model for all other friendships.

REAL FRIENDSHIP INVOLVES LOYALTY.

What kind of friend are you? There is a vast difference between knowing someone well and being a true friend. The greatest evidence of genuine friendship is loyalty ("always loyal,” see 1 Corinthians 13:7)-being available to help in times of distress or personal struggles. Too many people are fair-weather friends. They stick around when the friendship helps them and leave when they’re not getting anything out of the relationship. Think of your friends and assess your loyalty to them. Be the kind of true friend the Bible encourages.

John 15:1-17

I no longer call you servants, because a master doesn’t confide in his servants. Now you are my friends, since I have told you everything the Father told me. (John 15:15)

REAL FRIENDSHIP IS IMITATING CHRIST IN OUR RELATIONSHIPS.

We are to love each other as Jesus loved us, and he loved us enough to give his life for us. We may not have to die for someone, but there are other ways to practice sacrificial love: listening, helping, encouraging, and giving. Think of someone in particular who needs this kind of love today. Give all the love you can, and then try to give a little more.

DOES THE BIBLE OFFER ANY GUIDELINES FOR DATING RELATIONSHIPS?

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 . . . Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous . . . Love does not demand its own way. Paul’s timeless description of Christian love becomes the standard of respect and decency that should mark all our relationships, including our dating relationships.

Ephesians 5:3-5, 8-18 . . . Let there be no sexual immorality, impurity, or greed among you . . . let the Holy Spirit fill and control you.

Matthew 5:27-30 . . . Anyone who even looks at a woman with lust in his eye has already committed adultery with her in his heart. In dramatic contrast too much that we see in our modern world, Jesus calls us to a standard of sexual purity in thought as well as in deed.

JESUS HAD A NEW CONCEPT OF FRIENDSHIP: LOVE BOTH FRIENDS AND ENEMIES.

Matthew 5:43-47 . . . You have heard that the law of Moses says, “Love your neighbor” and hate your enemy. But I say, love your enemies! . . . If you are kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else?

Jesus expects his followers not only to love friends, but also to love enemies.

CAN WE TRULY BE FRIENDS WITH GOD?

Exodus 33:11-23 . . . The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend . . . “for you have found favor with me, and you are my friend.” God called Moses his friend. We are his friends, too, if we truly seek him and love him.

Psalm 25:14 . . . Friendship with the Lord is reserved for those who fear Him. With them he shares the secrets of his covenant. Sharing our deepest secrets is a mark of great friendship. When God shares the secrets of his promises with us, we know that he considers us his friends.

WHAT GETS IN THE WAY OF FRIENDSHIPS?

1 Samuel 18:5-13 . . . From that time on Saul kept a jealous eye on David . . . Saul, who had a spear in his hand, suddenly hurled it at David.

Jealousy is the great dividing force of friendships. Envy over what a friend has will soon turn to anger and bitterness, causing you to separate yourself from the one you truly cared for.

Psalm 41:9 . . . Even my best friend, the one I trusted completely . . . has turned against me. When respect or reverence is seriously damaged, even the closest friendship is at risk.

2 Samuel 13:11 . . . As she was feeding him, he grabbed her and demanded, “Come to bed with me.” Friendships are destroyed when boundaries are violated.

Genesis 50:14-21 . . . “We . . . beg you to forgive us” . . . “No, don’t be afraid. Indeed, I myself will take care of you.” Forgiveness restores broken relationships.

WHAT DO I DO WHEN I’M HAVING TROUBLE MAKING FRIENDS?

Job 19:19 . . . My close friends abhor me. Those I loved have turned against me.

John 5:7 . . . I have no one to help me into the pool. We all go through times when it seems our friends have deserted us.

John 15:15 . . . I no longer call you servants . . . Now you are my friends.
Hebrews 13:5 . . . I will never fail you. I will never forsake you. The first thing we must do is remember that God is our constant friend and will never leave us.

Ephesians 4:32 . . . Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you. Acts of kindness and generosity attract others to you.

PROMISES FROM GOD:

Matthew 18:20 . . . Where two or three gather together because they are mine, I am there among them.

Leviticus 26:12 . . . I will walk among you; I will be your God, and you will be my people. God wants to be with you.

1 Chronicles 28:9 . . . If you seek him, you will find him.

Nahum 1:7 . . . The Lord is good. When trouble comes, he is a strong refuge. And he knows everyone who trusts in him. God offers his friendship to the godly.

MATURE FRIENDSHIP

Don’t create an opportunity where you are alone with a friend of the opposite sex, except when the following is in place in both your lives:

· God is your 1st love. He fulfills you in every area of your life.

· All issues (hurts, disappointments, wrong choices) of the past have been dealt with.

· Have no unforgiveness.

· Completely died to self (no more about you, but about Christ). The focus should not be on self, but entirely on Christ.

· Know your identity in Christ.

· No hidden sin.

· Soft transparent heart (no hardened heart).

· Give without expecting in return.

· No expectations of friendship, God must build the friendship, no effort. When people make an effort to make a friendship work, it normally isn’t from God and will not work out because of selfish motives and/or interests.

Set boundaries for friendship in terms of expectations, the don’ts (no physical contact) and sms’s and e-mails. If one party feels uncomfortable with mails, sms’s or in conversations, talk openly about it.    

Ephesians 4:27 …Don't give the Devil that kind of foothold in your life.

1Peter 5:8 …Keep a cool head. Stay alert. The Devil is poised to pounce, and would like nothing better than to catch you napping. 

1Timothy 3:7 …Outsiders must think well of him, or else the Devil will figure out a way to lure him into his trap. 

2Timothy 2:26 …enabling them to escape the Devil's trap, where they are caught and held captive, forced to run his errands. 

