RELATIONSHIPS

Many preachers around the world have preached about this topic. Even though this topic has been discussed many times throughout generations, most people today still struggle to understand the truth about having successful relationships. Most people in modern society today struggle to be effective in their relationships due to mainly a lack of knowledge and understanding from the Word of God pertaining to IDENTITY and the heart of the FATHER, as well as focus on self or own needs.

Why do so many people around the world struggle in their relationships? Because they feel unloved, unwanted, alone and misunderstood. People do not understand who they are, or who the Father is. The one ingredient we require to have meaningful relationships is LOVE. 

Colossians 3: 14 b says that love binds us together in perfect harmony. All relationships should be rooted in LOVE. But are they?

Most people’s vertical love relationship with Father God is not in tact. If this relationship with Father God is not in place, all our efforts to make our horizontal relationships work, will be in vain and will amount to failure. People in general do not understand the concept of the word LOVE, nor do they have an understanding of what the Word of God says about LOVE.

We need to understand that we have but one key available to us to have effective relationships with our spouses, parents, children, friends, work colleagues, and most importantly God. 

That key is Jesus Christ through His redemptive work on the cross at Calvary. Through Christ we have access to the Father and Holy Spirit. Without Christ as the center of our relationships, we will fail miserably in all our other relationships with the people around us. 

Colossians 2:3 says that in Christ lies all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

Wisdom and knowledge for what – to have meaningful successful relationships… 

The only way that we can and will be effective in our horizontal relationships with people is to first restore our vertical relationship with God. God must have the first position in our heart. 

We should give Him the best of our time daily to build an intimate love relationship with Him before we will taste success in our relationships with people.

What influences our relationships with one another?

· Our identity

· Our view of how people perceive us

· The inability to understand love from the Word of God

· People’s perceptions and interpretations of the truth 

· Absence of Father figures in the home environment

· A perverted image of Father God
· Schemes of the enemy

· Worldly systems

· The inability to manage time effectively

· Pressures from employers and other people

· Competition amongst people to outperform one another

· Material possessions

· Finances or the lack thereof

The affects of ineffective relationships:

Husbands and wives struggle to love one another unconditionally
Many marriages end up in divorce
Most children don’t honor and obey their parents 

Dysfunctional families
Most people cannot submit to authoritive figures in their lives
Most people have selfish motives in their relationships (what can I receive?) 

Alcohol, tobacco and substance abuse are rampant in society
Many people are abused
Many people commit suicide

Murder

Rape 

Anger

Bitterness

Unforgiveness

Many people revert to homosexuality
SHARE MY OWN TESTIMONY

Mark 12:30  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.' 

Mark 12:31 The second most important commandment is this: 'Love your neighbor as you love yourself.' There is no other commandment more important than these two." 

Now if the first and most important commandment that God gave us is to love Him, then we need to understand that we need Christ in our lives, because it is only through Christ that our relationship can be restored to Father God, a relationship that was broken because of sin in our lives.    

John 14:6  Jesus answered him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one goes to the Father except by me. 

If Jesus is the way to the Father then we need to come to an understanding that we need to surrender our lives to Christ in order to have access to the Father. 

How do we correct this situation in our lives?  

We need to understand that it will TAKE EFFORT, TIME and SACRIFICE to correct this situation.

A cknowledge that we are sinners, fall short of God’s grace and need forgiveness 

C confess our sins to the Father

R epent of our sins and turn away from it

A ccept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior

B aptism in Holy Spirit

B uild an intimate love relationship with God

We need to acknowledge that we fall short of the glory of God because of our sinful nature. 

Romans 3:23… for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God… 

1John 1:9  But if we confess our sins to God, he will keep his promise and do what is right: he will forgive us our sins and purify us from all our wrongdoing.

Acts 3:19  Repent, then, and turn to God, so that he will forgive your sins.

Titus 3:7… so that by his grace we might be put right with God and come into possession of the eternal life we hope for. 

Acts 2:38  Then Peter said to them, Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ to remission of sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Matthew 3:11  I baptize you with water to show that you have repented, but the one who will come after me will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. He is much greater than I am; and I am not good enough even to carry his sandals. 

Water Baptism is an act of obedience to Christ. It represents an outward

manifestation of an inward belief, allowing the old self (sinful nature) to die off

and to arise in Christ as a new creature. So it is no longer I who live, but Christ in me. 

Galatians 2:20  so that it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. 

If I have died to self, then Christ in me can live and reign through the guidance of Holy Spirit. 

John 14:26  The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and make you remember all that I have told you. 

After confessing our sins before God, repenting from our sinful nature, accepting Christ into our lives and being baptized to receive Holy Spirit, our vertical relationship with Father God is restored.

If our relationship with Father God is restored, we can begin to enter into an intimate loving relationship with Him through spending quality time with Him on a daily basis.

How will we know the Fathers heart for us and understand His love for us?

· We read and study His Word daily (John 5:39).

· We spend time in prayer and also allow quiet time for God to speak back to us (1 Timothy 4:5).

· We do not forsake the gathering of the saints (Hebrews 10:25).

· We seek truth from the Word of God by being equipped for acts of service to Him (Ephesians 4:12).
If we understand the love of the Father for us and also understand who we are in Christ (Love ourselves as God’s creation), then we will have an understanding of how to be effective and prosper in our relationships with our spouses, parents, children, friends, peer groups, work colleagues, as well as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

If we love ourselves and love God, then we can love the people around us with an unselfish love, not based on self gratification, but based on giving, rather than receiving. When we give love with pure motives and a clean heart, without expecting in return, we will receive our reward from our Father.  

Ephesians 6:8  Remember that the Lord will reward each of us, whether slave or free, for the good work we do. 

If we love ourselves and love God the Father and also understand our position and identity in Christ, we will excel and be successful in our love relationships. We will understand love and love people with the right motives. 

Unselfish Godly love will change humanity, it will change our communities, our cities, our countries, our continents and also the world we live and work in.

What affect will it have on us and the people around us if we are rooted in love? 

· We will see the hearts of the fathers return to the children and the hearts of the children restored to their fathers 

· We will see marriages being restored

· We will see family members being restored to one another
· We will see friendships being restored

· We will see less crime and violence

· We will experience less abuse
· We will see the affects of HIV, Alcohol, Cigarettes and Drugs substantially reduced

· We will watch less Television

· We will spend less time on entertainment
· We will see finances being restored 

· We will be sensitive to listen to the right music 

My question to all of us including myself is: 

How effective is our love relationship with the Father?

If it does not have first place in our lives, we need to correct it immediately. If we don’t, we will continue to fail in our relationships toward one another. The consequence of an ineffective love relationship with God is unnecessary hardship, continuous struggle and the inability to live healthy balanced lives as God intended for us to live.   

